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Services 
 

Sundays  
 

Eucharist at 8 am and 5.30 pm, Mattins 
10 am High Mass at 10.30 am 

 
Weekdays 

 

Eucharist at 12.15 pm and 6.00 pm 
Morning Prayer 8.15 am, Evening Prayer 

5.40 pm 

 
Confessions 

 

Daily after the 12.15 pm Mass, 
Wednesdays & Saturdays at 6.30 pm 
Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage by 

appointment with the Parish Priest 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Parish Clergy 
 

The Reverend Canon Dr Peter Groves 
Telephone: 01865 247836 

peter.groves@theology.ox.ac.uk 

* 
The Reverend Dr Jonathan Jong 

Telephone: 07799 271913 
jonathan.jong@anthro.ox.ac.uk 

* 
The Reverend Dr Jarred Mercer 

Telephone: 01865 436243 
Jarred.mercer@merton.ox.ac.uk 

 

 

Website 
 

www.stmarymagdalenoxford.org.uk 

mailto:peter.groves@theology.ox.ac.uk


Events 

 

The Parochial Church Council       9th May 

 

The first meeting of the new PCC, following elections at the Annual Parochial 

Meeting in April, takes place on Tuesday 9th May at 7.30pm in church. 

 

 
 
 

Scripture on Saturday         13th May 

                                                   
Our monthly Bible Study mornings continue on Saturday 13th May 

from 10.30am. We shall be completing our journey through the Gospel of Luke 

by examining chapter twenty four. Anyone is welcome, no previous participation 

is necessary. 

 

 

Vicarage Tea          17th May  

   

All are welcome to tea at the Vicarage, 15 Beaumont Street, from 3.30pm on 

Wednesday 25th May.  Fr Peter will give a short talk concerning his forthcoming 

role as “Acting Archdeacon”, which will run from June to September. 

 

Creation, Care and Work with the Wider Community  20th May 

On Saturday 20th May, Wesley Memorial Church is hosting an event exploring 

churches’ engagement with the wider community, involving a number of local 

community groups and leaders. This runs from 10am – 4pm. All are welcome. 

 

 

Ascension Day          25th May 

Ascension Day falls this year on Thursday 25th May. There will be a said mass at 

12.15pm and a Sung Mass at 7.30pm. Also on Ascension Day our neighbours 

from St Michael’s will be beating their parish bounds, and will come to St Mary 

Magdalen’s shortly after 10am. Members of our church are most welcome to join 

them in their progress round the city centre. 

 



Notices 

Building Works 

Our external building works have now begun, and the organ has been partially 

removed and protected in preparation for the disruption. Flyers are available in 

church setting out in more detail the planned progress of the works and the 

effect on the building in the next few months. 

 

Christian Aid Week 

Christian Aid week runs this year from 14th – 21st May. As usual, envelopes will 

be distributed in church to take away, fill and return the following Sunday. 

Donations can be made directly by visiting christianaid.org.uk. Please pray for 

our local Christian Aid team, based in their office at Wesley Memorial Church, 

and for all volunteers and collectors around the country. 

There will be a number of fundraising events before and during the week. On 

Saturday 6th May there will be a Cake and Plant Stall at the North Oxford 

Community Centre, Summertown, from 9.30am – 12.30pm.  

During the week itself, there will be collections at Oxford Railway Station from 

7.30 – 9am and 5 – 7pm. Volunteers are needed – pleased contact David Potts on 

01865 511340.  

On Saturday 20th May, from 10.30am to 2.30pm, there will be a Street Market at 

Wesley Memorial Church, in New Inn Hall Street.   

 

Alan Palmer 

Alan’s new book, The Wireless in the Corner: a boy’s eye view of London in peace 

and war, is now published and available on Amazon and elsewhere for £10.99. It 

is an autobiographical memoir written by one of our leading popular historians, 

who is also of course a very long standing member of St Mary Magdalen’s, and it 

is warmly recommended by the Vicar and others who have read it. 

 

Catriona Games 

Catriona Games would like to thank you all for your prayers.  Her husband, 

David, is seriously ill, but does his best to keep going, and sadly, whilst life is 

still very difficult for Ann-Marie, she is very glad to say that at long last, she has 

a good home.  There are many problems for Anna and her seventeen year old 

son, Phoenix, but his exam results are excellent. 



  
Vicar’s Report for the 2017 Annual Parochial Meeting 

 

As we look back upon and give thanks for another full and fascinating year, it is incumbent upon 

the incumbent to pay some small and inadequate tribute to those without whom that success 

would not have been possible. First and foremost among them is our outgoing churchwarden, 

Veronica Ellis. Over the last seven years she has brought her energy, intellect, organisation, good 

sense, enthusiasm, and faith to a voluntary position which is far more demanding than most 

realise. Her wardenship has seen us move from having just a half-time priest in charge, to a 

parish whose living has been restored, and whose vicar enjoys the collaboration and assistance 

of not one but two curates and a parish administrator, and which is looking forward to a major 

restoration project. Veronica has been at the forefront of too many things to mention, but in 

particular she has managed the parish’s properties, and that of the Trust, with a fearsome 

efficiency not always matched by the rest of us, and by the rest of us I mean of course the Vicar. 

We are tremendous are grateful to Veronica for all that she has done, and I should like to take a 

moment to pause in the delivery of this report to offer a small token of that thanks.  

 

Before I extend that thanks to others, Veronica and I together would like to take advantage of 

your current passivity and strong-arm you into some further volunteering. Another major 

contribution Veronica has made has been in overseeing our ministry of hospitality. Over the last 

year or so we have repeatedly appealed for further assistance, without very much success. So, 

mean as we are, we have primed the curates each of whom has a list for you to sign indicating 

your willingness to help. Such help involves setting out cups, boiling the kettle, turning on the 

urn, and washing up afterwards. Hardly an unmanageable burden. If enough of us sign up no 

one should have to do this more than four times a year. The lists are now in front of you and we 

can see you signing or not signing. 

 

Ruthless conscription aside, it is time to welcome our new churchwarden Nigel Timms, whose 

warmth, generosity and enthusiasm for all things Mary Mags have already benefited the PCC for 

some time. He joins another outstanding warden with whom he shares a name. Aficionados 

among you of the late 70s postpunk scene will be familiar with the seminal work of the group 

XTC:  

“We're only making plans for Nigel  

We only want what's best for him  

We're only making plans for Nigel  

Nigel just needs that helping hand”  

Once we have changed Nigel singular to Nigels plural, this must now become the secular anthem 

of St Mary Magdalen’s. 

 

Nigel the first, that is Nigel Speight, has been tireless as ever in the past year and is taking a lead 

in the management of the major fabric project we have before us. You have heard from him on 

that subject already, and I do not intend to add more at this point, except to say that he will 

require the support and cooperation and assistance of all of us throughout the months ahead. 

 



Our clergy team goes from strength to strength. Father Jarred has taken so readily to priesthood 

that it is strange to reflect that we are not yet a year from his priestly ordination. He and Fr 

Jonathan provide me with wonderfully dedicated support, as well as unswerving loyalty and 

friendship, and I am very grateful to them both. They in turn are supported by the senior clergy 

who assist us in retirement, though Mthr Judith’s energetic Ministry as acting chaplain of 

Brasenose could hardly be described as retiring.  All of our regular celebrants give us far more 

than simple liturgical time, important as that is and we could not be who and what we are without 

Fr Barry, Mthr Mel, Fr Hugh, Fr Phillip, Mthr Jenn and Fr Martin. We hope to add Fr Nevsky 

Everett to that list before very long. During the year, Fr Dominic moved to be incumbent or 

Brighton Parish Church, a position in which he thrives. He looks forward to welcoming his new 

curate in June. Her name is Jessica Sheppard, our former head server. Mary Mags is slowly but 

surely taking over the world.  

 

The report offered by the PCC secretary makes mention of the wonderful event that went by the 

name “Byrd is the word” in January. We take our singers and musicians to easily for granted, 

but the extra ordinary success of those two days in presenting our church to the world, and with 

it the glory of God through music, could hardly have been bettered. I said at the time that the 

good it did us as a church would have been more than worthwhile had not a single penny been 

raised. As it is there were so many single pennies raised that the total exceeded £10,000. It would 

be wrong not to name check our remarkable director of music, Will Dawes, and offer our thanks. 

 

As always, the seemingly infinite efforts of Joyce our sacristan have underlain almost everything 

we do, and the contribution of Susan our PCC secretary should not go unmentioned either. 

Almost exactly a year ago we welcomed our new parish administrator, Katie Balfour. I cannot 

speak highly enough of the difference she has made among us and I hope that people will continue 

to go out of their way to tell Katie just how much we value and appreciate her. 

 

In 2016 we also welcomed a new parish treasurer in the shape of Gillian. I did not think the equal 

of Brian Stewart existed, but I live and learn. It has been something of a momentous year for 

Gillian personally, and we congratulate her and Bill on their marriage last summer as well as 

wishing her very well in the new job she begins tomorrow, when she will take up the role of 

Director of Student Welfare and Support Services in the University of Oxford, a very senior 

position in the University administration. She has also been elected to a Fellowship at Brasenose 

College, where the Vicar was formerly Chaplain, so we will look to the churchwardens to make 

sure that treasurer and incumbent don’t start making significant financial decisions at the end 

of a well-oiled evening on high table. 

 

You will have registered from Gillian’s report, that there is an ongoing need to address our 

financial deficit. This deficit is not unexpected, and indeed we are entirely on course to bring to 

fruition the medium term financial plan. However that plan does involve us all putting our hands 

in our pockets. Fundraising letters appealing for an increase in giving have already been written 

and will be sent Eastertide. We have lots of new members and lots of friends well beyond our 

regular congregation, and so we’re perfectly confident that we will rise to this challenge. But it is 

a challenge, and it will be very important during the coming months of upheaval, not to lose sight 

of the fact that the long-term future of St Mary Magdalen’s is reliant upon all of us, not on other 

people. There are various ways in which we can contribute, and we will be looking to increase the 

contributions made through the music fund in particular. But the basic need is for our regular 



giving to increase. If you don’t currently undertake planned giving, you will be asked to start 

doing so. And if you do, we’ll be asking if you can spare a little bit more, mindful of the fact that 

it’s seven years since our last major fundraising campaign, and that the restoration and relighting 

project funds have come without the need for such a campaign. Our position is a fortunate one, 

but we must not become complacent.  

 

There is a lot that is planned: there will be Mary Mags School of Theology, in which the clergy are 

already engaged, having signed the contract on the first of what we hope will be a large number 

of books over the coming years; there will be a Guild of clergy made up of the hundreds of priests 

who have come through and from this parish in days gone by. There will be, we hope, a Mary 

Mags presence among our American friends. There will certainly be a Mary Mags presence in 

neighbouring parishes and further afield as we continue to cooperate with other churches and 

bring something of our own brand to the church’s mission throughout Oxford and beyond. And 

of course, and most of all there will be this place and its beating heart, the offering of the mass 

and the presence of Jesus Christ. That is, first and last, what we are about and though the times 

in which we live may seem more exciting than most, that fundamental truth will not change. 

 

 

Intercessions 

Please pray for the long term sick and those in special need, among them: 

Holly Ryan, Wendy Webb, Ann-Marie, Abigail, Melanie, Dan, Angela, Anna and Phoenix, 

Philip, Chris, Lewis, Julie, Michael, Sue Goodall, Alex Underwood, Richard Gurney, 

Brian, Jonathan, John Duffield, Allan Moore, Ian Morris, Alan Springett, Jane Thomas, 

Bennet Saunders, William Pope, Chloe Ogden, Colin Brown, Sybilla Pfeiffer, Liam 

Bradshaw, Di Taylor, Tracy O'Sullivan,  Abigail Bruins, William Missin, Jane Thomas, 

Tony Washington-Jarvis, David Games, Charlotte Jacob-Maguire, Trevor Shakeshaft, 

Barbara Shakeshaft      

 

 

 

Sunday readings 

 

Sunday 7th May: Acts 2.14a, 36-41; 1 Peter 2.20-25; John 10.1-10 

Sunday 14th May: Acts 6.1-7; 1 Peter 2.4-9; John 14.1-12 

Sunday 21st May: Acts 8.5-8, 14-17; 1 Peter 3.15-18; John 14.15-21 

Sunday 28th May: Acts 1.12-14; 1 Peter 4.13-16; John 17.1-11



May 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 Philip & James, 

Aps 
2 Athanasius B 
Dr 

3 Feria 4 The English 
Martyrs 

5 Feria 6 Feria   

 
 

 
Steven, our Bishop 

 
Justin our 
Archbishop 

 
Choir and 
Musicians 

 
Christian Unity 

 
Helen and 

Douglas House 

 

 
The Homeless 

7 4th Sunday of 
Easter 

8 Feria  9 Feria  10 Feria   
  

11 Feria  
 

12 Feria  13 Feria  

 

Parish 
community 

 

Oxford City Council 

 

The PCC 

 

Children’s 
church 

 

The Gatehouse 

 

Monthly requiem  

 

Christian Aid  

14 5th Sunday 
of Easter 

15 Feria 16 Feria    17 Feria 
Anointing at 6pm 

18 Feria 

Anointing at 12.15 
19 Dunstan B  20 Feria 

 
Parish 

community 

 
Churchwardens  

 
Sacristans and 

servers  

 
Healing Ministry 

 
Oxford’s 
hospitals 

 
Bishops 

 
Famine relief 

21 6th Sunday 
of Easter  

22 Feria 23 Feria 24 Feria  25 Ascension of 
the Lord 

26 Augustine of 
Canterbury B  

27 Feria  

 
Thanksgiving for 
the Resurrection 

 
 

Vocations 

 
 

Students 

 
Churches 
Together 

 
The hope of 

heaven 

 
Missionaries 

 
Emergency 

Services 

28 7th Sunday 
of Easter 

29 Feria 30 Feria 31 Visitation of 
the BVM 
 

   

Parish 
Community 

 
World peace 

 
Biblical scholars 

 
Expectant 

parents 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


